of you to show him kindness for my sake. But
to            I am sure such a request is unnecessary- 1 only

beg you to be assured that he is one who loves
you and feels towards you as he ought, and as
I desire he should. You may treat him with the

closest intimacy and you shall never repent of it.
May Almighty God grant that in this year,

which we have now entered upon, all things
prosperous may befall you; may you marry a
wife suited to your character, and before the

year's end, may she "make you the father of
a fair offspring.*1

Frankfort* January 8f 1578.
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THEY write us word from Antwerp, that
the Belgians have learnt a lesson from their
misfortunes, and are placing more power
than before in the hands of Orange, referring
almost every matter to him, and leaving every-
thing connected with the war to his Absolute
decision, to determine as he shall judge for
the state. If this is true, I am inclined to con-
gratulate them on their late reverse, 1 never had
any hopes that the men who hitherto have
had the management of affairs would do rightly,

IJ2e present is past hop-
